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of the President’s first term . . . It’s going to 
take us a lot of hard work just to take us to 
the point where we’re not adding to the debt. 

There is not one year that they are 
not adding to the debt. 

In the seventh, eighth, ninth, tenth 
years of the budget that Jack Lew pre-
sented, when you look at his real num-
bers, the deficit was going up each 
year. So it was not a fix to our debt 
problem. 

Then he says this on the White House 
blog, February 13, 2011: 

Like every family, we have to tighten our 
belts and live within our means while we’re 
investing in the things that we need to have 
a strong and secure future . . . We know that 
you have to stabilize where we’re going be-
fore you can move on and solve the rest of 
the problem. This budget does that. 

So it is going to stabilize us and 
move us forward. 

Well, as I say, that was not well re-
ceived. The New York Times wrote this 
on February 5, 2011. That was his op-ed. 
I won’t go into the editorials, but a 
whole list of those were critical of Mr. 
Lew. 

I would just say this, we are in a dif-
ficult financial position. We need hon-
esty, we need a budget that is truthful, 
we need the regular order so the Budg-
et Committee does its work, and then 
it comes to the floor of the U.S. Sen-
ate—this will be first time in over a 
thousand days—it guarantees 50 hours 
of debate, it can’t be filibustered, it 
can be passed with a simple majority, 
we will know what is in it, and people 
can offer amendments. That is what 
should have been happening for a long 
time that has not been happening. 
That is what the law requires, and that 
should be completed by April 15 of this 
year. 

As we go forward, I am confident 
that we will be better served by public 
discussion of our debt, not secret meet-
ings. I have been critical of them. I had 
hoped that some of them would ripen 
into some good solutions, but all we 
have had is temporary ‘‘kick the can 
down the road’’ maneuvers, and noth-
ing substantial has been done to 
change the debt course of America. 

By the way, when Mr. Erskine 
Bowles, whom President Obama ap-
pointed to head his fiscal commission, 
saw this budget in 2011, he said it goes 
nowhere near where they will have to 
go to resolve our fiscal nightmare. Ev-
erybody knew this budget wouldn’t do 
the job, and that is why it was never 
brought through the process, and that 
is why it wasn’t brought to the floor 
for a full budget analysis in committee 
and in debate on the floor. 

So as we go forward, I will be meet-
ing with our new chairman, Senator 
MURRAY. She is a great, tough advo-
cate for her values, but she is a good 
person to work with. I have told her we 
will try to work with her, but we are 
going to talk about the great issues of 
our time, the difficulties we face, and 
see if we can’t make this system work 
better and try to put this country on a 
sound financial footing. 

We can do it. We can get this country 
on a sound path. It is not impossible, 
but anybody who thinks it will be easy 
is wrong. This is going to take some 
hard work. As we do that in a bipar-
tisan, open way in the committee, on 
the floor of the Senate, the American 
people will be able to digest the dif-
ficulty of some of our challenges, and 
so will our Members in Congress. In the 
end, that, I think, leaves us in the best 
position to reach the kind of agree-
ment, compromise, solution, that can 
put us on the right path, because ev-
erybody is going to have to swallow a 
little bit. 

I yield the floor. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The Senator from Iowa. 
f 

THE BUDGET AND THE DEFICIT 

Mr. HARKIN. Madam President, I 
couldn’t help but listen to the words of 
my friend from Alabama regarding the 
debt and deficit, and then to be re-
minded that we did balance the budget 
not too long ago. In fact, in 1993, we 
passed a tax bill here in the Senate and 
in the House—it was signed into law by 
President Clinton—which set us on a 
course to reduce the deficit. In fact, by 
the years 1999 and 2000, we balanced the 
budget. We had a surplus. Can you 
imagine that? We had a surplus for 3 
years in a row. The Congressional 
Budget Office and OMB said that if we 
had continued on that pathway, we 
would have fully paid off the national 
debt by 2010. 

When I hear my friends on the Re-
publican side talk about reducing the 
deficit and the debt, we did that. When 
the Democrats were in charge of the 
Senate and the House and we had the 
Presidency, I would also point out that 
not one Republican on that side of the 
aisle voted for that bill in 1993. I can 
remember standing here and debating 
with my friend from Texas at that time 
on this bill, and there were all kinds of 
dire warnings that if this bill passed, 
we were going to have depressions and 
recessions; the business community 
would stop, and it would be the worst 
thing that ever happened to this coun-
try if we passed the Clinton tax pro-
posal. Well, we passed it, but without 
one Republican vote. 

And what happened? We had the larg-
est spurt of economic growth this 
country had seen almost since the 1950s 
and 1960s. This was to the point to 
where, as I said, by the end of the 1990s 
we had a balanced budget and we had a 
surplus. 

Then President Bush comes into of-
fice, and we had surpluses, enough to 
retire the entire national debt by the 
year 2010. So what did President Bush 
say? Well, now we are going to give tax 
cuts. They pushed through this big tax 
cut bill for which this Senator did not 
vote. 

That tax cut bill gave a lot away to 
corporations and to the wealthy of this 
country, so that they didn’t have to 
pay their fair share. Also, there were 

two wars we didn’t pay for, plus a re-
cession, and now we are in this huge 
deficit. 

We know how to get ourselves out of 
this fix. We did it in 1993. It was by 
having the people in this country pay 
their fair share of taxes, to make sure 
that corporations, to make sure that 
those who enjoy the benefits of living 
in this free and productive society, pay 
their fair share. This is for all of us to 
raise the revenues necessary to meet 
our obligations in education, health, 
infrastructure building, the security of 
our Nation, and also to raise enough 
revenues so we can reduce the deficit. 

But it can only be done with fairness 
and with fair sharing by all, and that is 
what President Obama has spoken 
about. He spoke about that in his inau-
gural address. That is what we have 
been talking about here for a long 
time; that is, shared sacrifice on behalf 
of all, and to make sure that all pay 
their fair share of taxes in this country 
so we can once again do what we did in 
1993. We can do it again if only my 
friends on the Republican side will join 
with us in making sure we raise the 
necessary revenues to get us out of this 
hole. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. 

BALDWIN). The Senator from Missouri. 
f 

EXTENSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

Mrs. MCCASKILL. Madam President, 
I ask unanimous consent that the pe-
riod of morning business be extended 
until 2 p.m. today, and that all provi-
sions of the previous order remain in 
effect. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The Senator from Missouri. 
f 

REMEMBERING STAN MUSIAL 

Mr. BLUNT. Madam President, first 
of all, this is the first time I have spo-
ken on the floor when you were in the 
chair. Welcome to the Senate and wel-
come to the presiding chair. 

I want to talk for a few minutes 
today about a baseball great, a Mis-
souri great, Stan Musial, who passed 
away on Saturday at the age of 92. 
Stan Musial was born in November 1920 
in Denora, PA. His title was Stan ‘‘The 
Man.’’ He was the youngest of six chil-
dren. When he wasn’t called Stan ‘‘The 
Man,’’ he was just a guy who worked at 
a company as a young man, whose dad 
was a Polish immigrant, whose mother 
was of Czechoslovakian ancestry, and 
whose dreams were probably not to be-
come a professional baseball player but 
who was, indeed, a great athlete from 
the very start. 

In his remarks, when he presented 
Stan Musial the Medal of Freedom in 
2011, President Obama said the fol-
lowing: 

Stan matched his hustle with humility. He 
retired with 17 records—even as he missed a 
season in his prime to serve his country in 
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